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Objectives:

• To better understand the development of Christian 

history as the fertile ground for the Saints, including 

many lesser known important figures of our shared 

roots.

• To gain better insight into the customs, the great 

Traditions both oral and written (and t-raditions), 

and precepts of our faith, and how they came to us 

today in what we mean by the “Church.”

• To learn about the great “East-West Schism” of 1054 

that split the Church in half and why this matters 

today.

• To fuel your flame of faith by the wisdom of the 

Saints.

• Free food.
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The Tale of Simon Magus
Acts 8 : 9 - 24



9 A man named Simon used to practice magic[d] in the city and astounded the people of Samaria, claiming 

to be someone great. 10 All of them, from the least to the greatest, paid attention to him, saying, “This man 

is the ‘Power of God’ that is called ‘Great.’” 11 They paid attention to him because he had astounded them 

by his magic for a long time, 12 but once they began to believe Philip as he preached the good news about 

the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, men and women alike were baptized. 13 Even Simon 

himself believed and, after being baptized, became devoted to Philip; and when he saw the signs and 

mighty deeds that were occurring, he was astounded.

14 Now when the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent them 

Peter and John, 15 who went down and prayed for them, that they might receive the holy Spirit, 16 for it 

had not yet fallen upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.[e] 17

Then they laid hands on them and they received the holy Spirit.

18 [f]When Simon saw that the Spirit was conferred by the laying on of the apostles’ hands, he offered 

them money 19 and said, “Give me this power too, so that anyone upon whom I lay my hands may receive 

the holy Spirit.” 20 But Peter said to him, “May your money perish with you, because you thought that you 

could buy the gift of God with money. 21 You have no share or lot in this matter, for your heart is not 

upright before God. 22 Repent of this wickedness of yours and pray to the Lord that, if possible, your 

intention may be forgiven. 23 For I see that you are filled with bitter gall and are in the bonds of iniquity.” 

24 Simon said in reply, “Pray for me to the Lord, that nothing of what you have said may come upon me.” 



Simon Magus, as told by St. Justin Martyr 

Justin, Martyr : Born A.D. 100, converted to Christianity about A.D. 130; martyred about the year A.D. 165.



A.D. 30 – A.D. 100
From the Resurrection to the Death of the Last Apostle



From Christ’s Ministry to Holy Pentecost

Resurrection of the Lord               (40 days later)  Ascension                      (10 days later)  Pentecost



Plotting to Kill the King

The bantering act between the Jews and the Romans Against Jesus

Luke 23: 1-2

Summary of Accusation 

for the Romans

Matthew 26: 59-67

Summary of Accusation for the 

Jews

I.N.R.I   Iesus Nazarensus Rex   Iudeorum (Jesus of Nazareth King of the Jews)



• Jesus the Christ was only a threat to the Romans, insofar as He was a stumbling block 

to the Jews. The Jews’ religious issues were stirred as political ones to the Romans. 

“The Jewish leaders urged His prosecution primarily for

offenses that were religious in nature but which necessarily

seemed to involve a political agenda…” (Hitchcock, 22)

“…but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles.” (1 Cor. 1:23)



Luke 23: 1-2

Then the whole assembly 

of them arose and brought 

him before Pilate. They 

brought charges against 

him, saying, “We found 

this man misleading our 

people; he opposes the 

payment of taxes to 

Caesar and maintains that 

he is the Messiah, a king.”



From Christ’s Ministry to Holy Pentecost

A clash with Judaism:

• Jesus Christ, more than a mere prophet…

• Intimations of Jesus’ divinity

• “I AM” statements

• Raising the dead

• Several Parables

• Lordship over Sabbath and Temple

• Driving out Money Changers from the Temple



John 8 :58

“Jesus said to 

them, ‘Amen, 

amen, I say to 

you, before 

Abraham came 

to be, 

I AM.’”



Matthew 12:8

For the Son of Man is 

Lord of the sabbath.”

Mark 2:28

That is why the Son of 

Man is lord even of the 

sabbath.”

Luke 6:5

Then he said to them, 

“The Son of Man is lord 

of the sabbath.”



Matthew 21:12

Jesus entered the temple 

area and drove out all 

those engaged in selling 

and buying there. He 

overturned the tables of 

the money changers and 

the seats of those who 

were selling doves.



John 2:19

Jesus answered and said 

to them, “Destroy this 

temple and in three days I 

will raise it up.”



John 11:43

And when he had said 

this, he cried out in a loud 

voice, “Lazarus, come 

out!”



When in the Gospels Was the Death of Jesus Instigated?

Matthew 12 : 8 - 14

[Pharisees]

“Son of Man is lord of 

the Sabbath”

Jesus heals the man with 

a withered hand on a 

Sabbath

Mark 11 : 15 - 19

[Chief Priests & 

Scribes]

“…sought a way to 

destroy him; for they 

feared him…”

Jesus cleanses the 

Temple

Luke 19 : 45 = 48

[Chief Priests & 

Scribes]

Jesus cleanses the 

Temple

John 11 : 45 = 53

[Pharisees & Chief 

Priests]

Jesus raises Lazarus 

from the dead



The apostolic age

The age of the Apostles (A.D. 33 – end of 1st Century)



St. Simon (Peter)

b. - c. A.D. 1 –

d. - Between A.D. 64-68  



St. Andrew

b. - between A.D. 5 - 10

d. - A.D. 69  



St. James the Greater

b. - c. A.D. 3

d. - A.D. 44



St. John

b. - c A.D. 6 

d. - A.D. 100



St. Philip

b. - unknown

d. - A.D. 54



St. Bartholomew

b. - unknown

d. - 1st Century A.D.



St. Thomas

b. - unkonwn

d. - A.D.  July 3rd, 72



St. Matthew (Levi)

b. - 1st Century A.D.

d. - 1st Century A.D.



St. James the Lesser

b. - c. 32 B.C.

d. - 62 A.D. 



St. Thaddaeus (st. jude)

Born - 1st c.  A.D.

Died – A.D. 65  



St. Simon (the zealot)

b. - 1st Century A.D.

d. - (no accurate information)
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Teach me, my Lord, to be sweet and gentle in all the events of life, in

disappointments, in the thoughtlessness of those I trusted, in the

unfaithfulness of those on whom I relied. Let me put myself aside, to think

of the happiness of others, to hide my little pains and heartaches, so that I

may be the only one to suffer from them. Teach me to profit by the

suffering that comes across my path. Let me so use it that it may make me

patient, not irritable. That it may make me broad in my forgiveness, not

narrow, haughty and overbearing. May no one be less good for having come

within my influence. No one less pure, less true, less kind, less noble for

having been a fellow traveler in our journey toward Eternal Life. As I go my

rounds from one distraction to another, let me whisper from time to time, a

word of love to Thee. May my life be lived in the supernatural, full of power

for good, and strong in its purpose of sanctity.

Amen.



St. Thaddaeus (st. jude)

Born - 1st c.  A.D.

Died – A.D. 65  



St. Jude and the Mandylion



Holy Shround of Turin



Holy Shround



St. jude brings the holy image to king abgar



St. Dismas

c. A.D. 18 – 33



Pope St. Linus
c. A.D. 10 – 76

2nd Pope, reigning from c. A.D. 67 - 76



St. Ananias
1st Cent. A.D.



Pope St. Clement
c. A.D. 35 - 99

3rd Pope, reigning from c. A.D. 88 - 99



St. Timothy
c.A.D. 17 - 97



St. Petronilla
End of 1st Cent. A.D.



The Euangelion

• The “Good News” (Euangelion) is the triumph of the risen “King,” whose 

Kingdom is not of this world, but is now present in it. 

• The Good News – The Triumph of the True King, brings with it a new age –

marked by its culmination towards the “eschaton.” 



The Euangelion
The early Christians saw a 

harmonious unity between their 

new life in Christ and the faith 

of the Jews, seeing Christ 

fundamentally as the key to 

interpreting the fulness of the 

Revealing God in the history of 

the Jews. 

Christ is the key to 

understanding the Old 

Covenant, its laws, oracles, 

prophecies, and historical 

records. 



The Euangelion



Temple In Jerusalem
Second Temple Period



Temple In Jerusalem
Second Temple Period



Destruction of the Temple
A.D. 70



Destruction of the Temple
A.D. 70



Destruction of the Temple
A.D. 70



Site of Holy Temple Today
(Temple Mount)



Eastern Gate

Ezekiel 43:4

The glory of the Lord entered 

the temple by way of the gate 

facing east.



Christian Persecution

Domitian (A.D. 81-96) 

The “Great Beast” Nero – (A.D. 54 – 68) 



Christian Persecution

Circus of Nero St. Peter’s Basillica (built over the 

ancient site of Nero’s Circus where 

Peter was martyred)



The True Gate of the Gate

Ancient traditions date Mary’s Dormition (Assumption) in the mid-A.D. 60’s, just before the 

destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem (A.D. 70). 


